
 

  
“What you wear is how you present yourself to the world, 

especially today, when human contacts are so quick. 
Fashion is instant language.” 

Miuccia Prada, Italian fashion designer 

 
1. Fashion Discussion 

1. What is fashion? How important is fashion to you? 
2. Do you have a favourite fashion brand? 
3. Do you know any fashionistas (dedicated followers of fashion)? Are you a fashionista? 
4. How would you describe your fashion style? 
5. Which cities or nationalities are known for their fashion sense? 
6. What styles were popular when you were young(er)? When was the best era for fashion? 
7. What are some stupid fashion styles you've seen in your life? 
8. Do you have to spend a lot of money to be fashionable? Why or why not? 

 
 



 

2. Fashion Vocabulary 

• in fashion (phrase) – something that is popular or fashionable now. 
• old-fashioned (adjective) – something that was popular or in fashion at a certain point in history, but 

not now. 
• (to go) out of fashion (phrase) – something that is no longer fashionable. 
• designer label (noun) – a famous or prestigious fashion brand, usually expensive. 
• dressed to kill (idiom) – to be dressed very elegantly or glamorously, making a striking impression. 
• fashion icon (noun) – a person famous for their influential fashion. 

 

Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. As someone who always kept up with the latest fashion trends, Audrey Hepburn was considered 
one of the most influential                                of her generation. 

2. Baggy jeans went                                in the 90s. 
3. Having your hair curled used to be considered                               , but these days it has made a bit 

of a comeback. 
4. Miniskirts are                                right now; all the catwalk models are wearing them in Milan. 
5. Ralph Lauren is one of the most famous                                in the world. 
6. When Harvey’s date arrived at the party, she looked                                in her red cocktail dress. 

 

Fashion vocabulary comprehension questions 
1. What is in fashion at the moment for men and women? Who decides what is in fashion? 
2. What styles would be considered old-fashioned these days? 
3. Why do certain styles go out of fashion? 
4. Which designer labels can you think of? Do you ever buy from these brands? 
5. When would you get dressed to kill? 
6. Who are some fashion icons you know about? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3. Video: Fast Fashion 

You are going to watch a video by The Economist called “The true cost of fast fashion.” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-fashion/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. Where will the majority of Savanna Rags’ recycled clothes be sent? 
a) America   b) Asia    c) Africa 

2. Where do 300,000 tonnes of discarded clothes in the UK end up? 
a) recycling plants  b) in the rubbish  c) charity shops 

3. By how much will clothes sales have increased due to the expanding global middle class by 
2050? 
a) double   b) triple    c) quadruple 

4. Ijeoma Kola posts photos on which social media platform? 
a) Facebook   b) Twitter   c) Instagram 

 
Sentence completion 

5. Zara, H&M, and Asos sell trendy and                                clothes. 
6. Only                                of clothes are worn regularly. 
7. Clothing is worn much more when it is                                across different people. 
8. While Rent The Runway has a couple of stores, most of its business is                               . 

 
Short answer 

9. What is Rent The Runway helping to tackle? 
10. The fashion industry is engaged in a race to the bottom in terms of what? 
11. What does Patagonia want to inspire other brands to tackle? 
12. What do brands and consumers need to change to tackle the throwaway culture? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-fashion/


 

4. Fashion Conversation Questions 

1. How important is fashion in society? 
2. How do you think the life of a fashion model is? Would you like to be a fashion model? 
3. What are some negative effects of fashion on society? 
4. Does fashion exist only to make us buy things we don't need? 
5. What ethical issues are there in the fashion industry? 
6. Do you care where your clothes are made or under what conditions? Why or why not? 
7. Would you be happy to pay double or more for your clothes if you knew they were made under 

more humane conditions? 
8. Is fashion more important today than it was in the past? Why or why not? Will fashion be more 

or less important in the future? 
 
 
 
5. Fashion Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of fashion. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier in this lesson. 
In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• What fashion is and how important it is. 
• How you would describe your fashion style. 
• What the effect of fashion is on society. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
Some people argue that fashion only exists to get people to buy things they do not need and will rarely 
use. What do you think the purpose of fashion is? What effect does the fashion industry have on 
society? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


