
 

  
“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged 

by the way in which its animals are treated.” 
Mahatma Gandhi (1869 – 1948), Indian anti-colonial activist 

 
1. Animal Rights Discussion 

1. What are animal rights? Why do animals need them? Should animals have rights? What rights do 
you think they should have? 

2. Are there some animals that deserve rights more than others? If so, which ones? 
3. What is the difference between human rights and animal rights? 
4. What makes humans 'special' compared to animals? 
5. Do you think some animals feel emotions like humans? 
6. How is animal welfare in your country? What rights do animals have in your country? 
7. Why do some people abandon pets? 
8. How do some people mistreat animals? 
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2. Animal Rights Vocabulary 

• animal cruelty (noun) – unnecessary pain or suffering caused to an animal. 
• factory farming (noun) – a high-intensive method of farming where animals are confined indoors, 

often in small spaces. 
• free-range (adjective) – agricultural animals kept under natural conditions or in open spaces. 
• animal testing (noun) – the practice of using animals to verify whether products are safe for humans. 
• cruelty-free (adjective) – describes products not made by methods that involve animal cruelty. 
• animal rights activist (noun) – someone who campaigns for the rights of animals. 

 
Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. An animal rights activist was arrested after he threw red paint over a woman wearing a fur 
coat. 

2. Chaining animals outside with no water is a form of animal cruelty. 
3. Compassion in World Farming launched a campaign to ban factory farming. Not only is it cruel to 

the animals, but it is also incredibly damaging to the environment. 
4. Free-range chickens are much happier than caged chickens, and they taste better too. 
5. Kat Von D Beauty won an award for its cruelty-free cosmetic range that avoids using products 

tested on animals. 
6. Without animal testing, we would not have as many life-changing medicines available today. 

 
Animal Rights vocabulary comprehension questions 

1. How does animal cruelty compare to other crimes? How should it be punished? Does animal 
cruelty signal that a person may go on to become a serial killer? 

2. What do you think about factory farming? Why is this practised? Should it be banned? 
3. Do free-range eggs taste better? 
4. Why do we use animals for testing? Do you agree with animal testing for cosmetic products? 

What about to develop medicines for humans? 
5. Are you more likely to buy cruelty-free products? 
6. What is your opinion of animal rights activists? Do they ever do things that you disagree with? 
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3. Video: Animal Testing 

You are going to watch a video by Understanding Animal Research called “Dispelling myths around 
animal research.” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-animal-rights/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. Animal testing is used to develop medicines for whom? 
a) humans    b) animals     c) both 

2. In the UK, it is illegal to use any animal for testing under which circumstances? 
a) any circumstance   b) if there is an alternative   c) if the animal feels pain 

3. In the UK, animal testing for cosmetics or tobacco research is…? 
a) legal     b) legal under certain circumstances  c) illegal 

4. What is the most common animal used in animal testing? 
a) mice     b) rats      c) great apes 

 
Sentence completion 

5. GM modified mice can have a gene removed to see what that gene does. 
6. Specially bred mice have allowed scientists to check if a malaria vaccine damages human 

organs. 
7. Animal research helps us to develop veterinary medicines. 
8. Nearly all human medicines have been developed using animals. 

 
Short answer 

9. What did humans and animals evolve from? A common ancestor 
10. By how amino acids does human insulin differ from pig insulin? One 
11. Scientists are refining experiments to ensure that animal suffering is what? Reduced or 

removed 
12. How many organisations that participate in animal testing have pledged to be more open about 

their work? More than 80 
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4. Animal Rights Conversation Questions 

1. How many animals can you think of that do work for humans? What do they do? 
2. Have you ever been to a zoo? How were the animals? Did they seem happy? 
3. What are the advantages of keeping animals in zoos? Why is it sometimes necessary? 
4. What do you think about horse racing? Do you think the horses enjoy it? 
5. What do you think about bullfighting? Is it an important tradition to maintain, or should it be 

banned? 
6. What do you think about hunting animals for fun? What about hunting endangered species? 

When would it be acceptable to hunt animals? 
7. How would you feel if you saw someone wearing a fur coat? 
8. Should everyone become vegan to prevent animal suffering? Why or why not? 

 
 
 
5. Animal Rights Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of animal rights. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier in this 
lesson. In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• What animal rights are and why animals need them. 
• Whether or not you agree with animal testing and why. 
• Your opinion on activities such as horse racing, bullfighting or hunting animals. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
Many people argue that as animal testing ensures that medicines and other products are safe for 
humans, it is an essential practice. On the other hand, other people say all animal testing is cruel and 
should be banned. Who do you agree with? 
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