
 

  
“A political ideology is a very handy thing to have. It's a real time-saver, 

because it tells you what you think about things you know nothing about.” 
Hendrik Hertzberg, American journalist 

 
1. Ideologies Discussion 

1. What is a political ideology? What political ideologies do you know about? Why do ideologies 
exist? Don't they all want the same thing? Which ideologies are popular in your country? 

2. What attracts people to certain ideologies? Are you attracted to any? 
3. How do different ideologies affect the economy of a country? 
4. Are there any ideologies that you think are dangerous? Why? 
5. What is the difference between liberalism and conservatism? 
6. How did the word "liberal" come to be used as an insult? What’s your opinion of liberals? 
7. How important is it for a government to preserve traditional values? What are traditional values? 
8. If conservatism seeks to preserve traditional values, from which era do these values come? 

Won't future conservatives have the same values as the liberals of today? 
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2. Ideologies Vocabulary 

• left-wing (adjective) – used to describe ideologies that promote social equality and oppose social 
hierarchies, including forms of liberalism and socialism. 

• right-wing (adjective) – used to describe ideologies that believe social hierarchies are either natural 
or desirable, including forms of conservatism and fascism. 

• champagne socialist (noun, insult) – a person who supports socialism whilst simultaneously 
enjoying a wealthy or luxurious lifestyle. 

• identity politics (noun) – the tendency of people to organise politically based on a shared identity 
(religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, nationality, etc.) rather than by affiliation to a political party or 
ideology. 

• dogmatic (adjective) – strongly expressing beliefs or opinions as fact, or that other people are wrong; 
strongly inclined to doctrine/ideology. 

• to sit on the fence (verb) – to avoid taking sides or expressing an opinion; to delay a decision. 
 
Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. In many countries, accusing someone of being right-wing is actually an accusation that they are 
racist. 

2. I like my university professor, but when he talks about politics, he becomes so dogmatic. There 
is simply no room for discussion about any alternative to his opinion. 

3. It’s all very well for these champagne socialists to talk about raising taxes when they don’t have 
to worry about where their next meal will come from, but what about us common people 
struggling to pay the bills as it is? 

4. The congressman was accused of sitting on the fence when he refused to answer the 
journalist’s question about the recent argument between the President and the Vice President. 

5. The government has spent decades fighting left-wing revolutionaries. 
6. While identity politics may seem like a good way to fight for the rights of a certain group, in the 

end, it is a way for the ruling class to keep the working class divided. 
 
Ideologies vocabulary comprehension questions 

1. What are the pros and cons of left-wing ideologies? 
2. What are the pros and cons of right-wing ideologies? 
3. Can you think of any champagne socialists in your country or elsewhere in the world? 
4. What are the problems with identity politics? Is this a good way to decide who to vote for? 
5. Which people are very dogmatic? What are you dogmatic about? 
6. Which topics of debate make you sit on the fence? Why? 
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3. Video: What Is Fascism? 

You are going to watch a video by Big Think called “The 10 tactics of fascism.” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-ideologies/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. How did many fascist parties gain power? 
a) military coup   b) revolution   c) democratic elections 

2. In the mythic past, where did countries’ greatness come from? 
a) the people   b) the military   c) the politicians 

3. What is ‘the other’ fundamentally opposed to? 
a) the nation   b) liberalism   c) equality 

4. Science, facts, and other forms of expertise are a threat to whom? 
a) the fascist leader  b) antifascists   c) everyone 

 
Sentence completion 

5. People are not free if they’ve been lied to. 
6. Political equality is the ability to speak truth to power. 
7. Racism is the lie that one group is better than another. 
8. Once a hierarchy has been established, it’s easy to convince people they are victims of equality. 

 
Short answer 

9. In a fascist society, what determines who is legitimate and who is not? Law and order 
10. Whom do fascists make afraid of transgender or homosexual rights? Conservatives 
11. Where do hardworking real members of the nation live? Rural areas 
12. Whom do fascists believe are lazy and need to be made to work? The minority group/leftists 
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4. Ideologies Conversation Questions 

1. Are there different ideologies that represent the working class, the middle class, and the upper 
class? If so, what are they? Shouldn't ideologies represent everyone? Why would anyone 
support an ideology that didn't represent their own interests? 

2. Are social hierarchies desirable to maintain order in society, or should these be opposed as anti-
democratic? Which cultures tend to favour social hierarchies? Which cultures tend to reject 
them? 

3. If Karl Marx intended communism for wealthy industrial nations (Great Britain, Germany, and the 
United States in Marx's time), why did it only become popular in poorer, undeveloped countries? 

4. George Orwell, writing in 1944, said that the word "fascist" had become almost entirely 
meaningless. Why do you think he said that, and do you agree with him? 

5. Why do many people say that socialism and fascism are the same thing when these two 
ideologies have been historical enemies? Are they the same? 

6. Why have people started to use “antifascist” as an insult? Shouldn’t everyone be antifascist? 
7. Are there really any evil ideologies, or just evil people? 
8. As the world is anything but fair and just, haven't all ideologies been proven to be failures? 

 
 
 
5. Ideologies Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of political ideologies. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier in 
this lesson. In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• Why ideologies exist. 
• Ideologies you know about. 
• Ideologies you consider dangerous. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
Ideologies have been responsible for some of the most horrendous abuses in history. On the other hand, 
ideologies have also been responsible for some of the most important advances in society. Discuss both 
views. 
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