
 

 
“Don't believe everything you read on the internet.” 

Abraham Lincoln (1809 – 1865), 16th president of the United States 
 
1. Conspiracy Theories Discussion 

1. What are some famous conspiracy theories that you know of? Do you believe any of these? 
2. What are some popular conspiracy theories from your country? 
3. Can you think of any conspiracy theories that turned out to be true? 
4. Why do so many people believe conspiracy theories? How does fear play a part in the spread of 

conspiracy theories? 
5. How would you convince someone who believes in a conspiracy theory that they were wrong? Is 

that even possible? 
6. How has the internet and social media played a role in the spread of conspiracy theories? Do 

some sections of the media spread conspiracy theories? Can you think of any examples? 
7. Is it true that behind every conspiracy theory, someone is making money? How do people get 

rich from spreading conspiracy theories? 
8. How can conspiracy theories be dangerous? What consequences might they have for people or 

society? 
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2. Conspiracy Theories Vocabulary 

• to debunk (verb) – to expose/reveal an idea/belief as false. 
• (to) plot (verb, noun) – (to make) a secret plan. 
• (to) hoax (verb, noun) – to trick/deceive people into thinking something is real; a deception. 
• (to) cover up (verb, noun) – to conceal the truth; a concealed truth. 
• tinfoil hat (noun) – a hat made from foil to prevent government mind control; used figuratively to 

accuse someone of believing in conspiracy theories. 
• sheeple (noun) – people who are easily led/convinced (like a sheep), especially by the government. 

 
Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the 
correct form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun) 

1. Despite having been confirmed by the world's leading scientists, there are still some people who 
believe that climate change is a liberal hoax.  

2. Even though Barack Obama debunked the conspiracy theory that he was not an American 
citizen by showing his birth certificate, “birthers” still maintain he is not American. 

3. Everybody knows that the government has covered up the truth about Roswell! 
4. He kept trying to tell me about a government conspiracy to put chemicals in the water to control 

our minds, so I told him he should put his tinfoil hat on. 
5. Some people think that the coronavirus is a secret plot by pharmaceutical companies to make 

lots of money. 
6. The government is controlling your minds! Wake up sheeple! 

 
Conspiracy Theories vocabulary comprehension questions 

1. Which conspiracy theories have been debunked? 
2. Which famous plots from history can you think of? 
3. Can you think of any hoaxes? Or anything you suspect might be a hoax? 
4. When has a government covered up the truth? 
5. Do you know anyone who should put a tinfoil hat on? 
6. Who are the sheeple in society: those who believe in conspiracy theories or those that don’t? 
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3. Video: The Popularity Of Conspiracy Theories 

You are going to watch a video from 2018 by HuffPost called “Why Are Conspiracy Theories So 
Popular?” 
 
Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-conspiracy-theories/ 

 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. Who are conspiracy theories for? 
a) losers    b) winners    c) loners 

2. Losing candidates use conspiracy theories to fight back against whom? 
a) powerful elites   b) powerful institutions  c) powerful politicians 

3. After whose election did conspiracy theories emerge of a rigged election? 
a) Bill Clinton    b) George W Bush   c) Barack Obama 

4. Who did Democrats accuse of rigging voting machines after the 2016 election of Donald Trump? 
a) Russia    b) China    c) Venezuela 

 
Sentence completion 

5. People who lived closer to New York were more likely to believe conspiracy theories around the 
9/11 attack. 

6. It makes people feel better to think that a sitting president could be involved in a plot than to 
think that evil terrorists could attack it again. 

7. Conspiracy theories give people the illusion of control. 
8. People who believe one conspiracy theory are more likely to believe other conspiracy theories. 

 
Short answer 

9. If people believe in vaccine conspiracy theories, they are less likely to have their children what? 
Vaccinated 

10. What proportion of the US population believes at least one conspiracy theory? 50% 
11. What can a conspiracy theory uncover even if it has been proven to be false? Truth 
12. What are conspiracy theories a part of? The human experience 
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4. Conspiracy Theories Conversation Questions 

1. Should governments ever keep things secret? If so, under what circumstances? 
2. Do you think there is a global conspiracy of elites that want to (or do) control us? 
3. How are conspiracy theories used for political propaganda? Which ideologies are closely linked 

with conspiracy theories? Can you think of any examples? 
4. Are people who automatically disbelieve anything the government or mainstream media better 

or worse than those who believe everything? How do you know what the government or media 
says is true? 

5. Why do so many conspiracy theories have their roots in anti-Semitism? 
6. Many conspiracy theories based on the "enemy outside" (plots from groups outside the country), 

the "enemy within" (plots from groups within the country) or the "enemy above" (plots from 
powerful groups high up in society). Can you think of any examples of these? 

7. "Occam's Razor" is a theory that says the simplest explanation is probably the correct 
explanation. Using Occam's Razor, how would you explain some of the most common conspiracy 
theories? 

8. "Correlation does not equal causation" means that just because a pattern can be seen between 
two things, it does not mean there is a relationship or that one causes the other. Can you create 
your own conspiracy theory based on the correlation of two things? 

 
 
 

5. Conspiracy Theories Writing Task 

Write about a conspiracy theory you know about. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier 
in this lesson. In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• A description of the conspiracy theory. 
• Why people believe it. 
• A logical explanation for the conspiracy theory. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
People have believed conspiracy theories throughout history, often with catastrophic consequences. 
Why do some people believe conspiracy theories? What consequences can these conspiracies have for 
society? 
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