
 

  

“More than ever before in human history, we share a common 
destiny. We can master it only if we face it together. And that, my 

friends, is why we have the United Nations.” 
Kofi Annan (1938 – 2018), former Secretary General of the United Nations 

 

1. International Relations Discussion 

1. What kind of relationships do countries have? 
2. Why is it important for countries to build relationships with each other? What are the 

consequences when countries don't have good relations? 
3. Which countries are the most influential? How do they affect the world? 
4. What should the international community do when a country abuses the human rights of its 

people or attacks another country? 
5. What are the most important issues in international relations right now? 
6. Which countries does your country have good relations with? Which countries does it have bad 

relations with? Why? 
7. Which organisations are dedicated to building international relations? What are their objectives? 

Which do you think have been successful? Which have failed? 
8. Which international organisations does your country belong to? Are there any that you would 

like your country to join? Are there any that you'd prefer to leave? 



 

2. International Relations Vocabulary 

• sovereignty (noun) – the power of a state to govern itself. 
• (the) right to self-determination (noun) – the right of a group of people to determine their own 

destiny, usually by forming their own sovereign nation. 
• international law (noun) – laws and rules that countries have agreed to comply with or face legal 

punishments. 
• sanction (noun) – a ruling authorising something; a legal punishment for breaking international laws 

(e.g., the prohibition of international trade with that country). 
• superpower (noun) – an extremely powerful country (either economically or militarily) that has the 

ability to influence other countries. 
• peacekeeping (noun) vs peace enforcement (noun) – peacekeeping refers to lightly-armed, or 

unarmed, military personnel acting in a mainly observation capacity with the agreement of sides in a 
conflict which can only use military force in very limited circumstances; peace enforcement refers to 
heavily armed military personnel deployed against the wishes of one or both sides in a conflict with the 
authority to use force to enforce peace. 

 

Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. During the Cold War, many countries allied themselves with one of the two superpowers, either 
the United States or the USSR. 

2. International law prohibits the development of chemical weapons. 
3. Sanctions were imposed on Venezuela in response to human rights abuses committed during 

anti-government protests. 
4. The peoples of Latin America succeeded in exercising their right to self-determination following 

the wars of independence. 
5. Spain banned an independence referendum in Catalonia saying that to allow it would violate its 

national sovereignty. 
6. The genocides in both Rwanda and Bosnia, despite the presence of the United Nations, show 

just how ineffective peacekeeping can be. 
 

International Relations vocabulary comprehension questions 
1. What is more important, respecting countries’ sovereignty or protecting human rights? 
2. Which people have succeeded in their right to self-determination, either recently or historically? 

Which people have not achieved this despite trying? 
3. Which countries don’t respect international law? How is this possible? Is international law only 

for smaller countries that are not friends with powerful countries? 
4. Which countries have had sanctions against them? Why did this happen? 
5. Which countries are superpowers? Which countries will be the superpowers of the future? 
6. What is the best way to resolve a conflict: peacekeeping or peace enforcement? Why? 

 



 

3. Video: The UN Security Council 
You are going to watch a video by NowThis World called “The Problem With the UN Veto Power.” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-united-nations/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. How has the UN’s crisis response been described? 
a) bureaucratic    b) reactive   c) proactive 

2. What does Salil Shetty believe about the UN Security Council? 
a) it respects other countries  b) it is powerless  c) it abuses its power 

3. In which year was the UN founded? 
a) 1945    b) 1955   c) 1965 

4. The United States, the United Kingdom, and the Soviet Union won which war together? 
a) World War 1    b) World War 2   c) The Vietnam War 

 
Sentence completion 

1. The United States wanted to include China as a permanent member of the Security Council, and 
Britain wanted France to be a member. 

2. Each member of the Security Council can reject/veto a resolution. 
3. In 2006, Iran faced sanctions because of its nuclear programme. 
4. Russia has used its veto (power) more times than any other permanent member of the Security 

Council. 
 
Short answer 

1. Which country has the United States used its veto to support? Israel 
2. Who have called on the Security Council to refrain from using their vetoes when mass atrocities 

are happening? Human rights groups 
3. Which countries favour expanding membership of the Security Council? France and the UK 
4. Experts mostly agree that the UN creates a vital space for maintaining what? International 

peace 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-united-nations/


 

4. The United Nations Conversation Questions 

1. What do you think about the United Nations? 
2. What does the UN do well? What doesn't it do so well? 
3. Was it a good idea to give the United States, the United Kingdom, France, Russian, and China a 

veto on the UN Security Council? What problems has this caused? 
4. How is your country’s relationship with the UN? Has the UN ever criticised your country? If so, 

why? Was this criticism fair? 
5. Why has the UN been unsuccessful in preventing conflicts and human rights abuses around the 

world? 
6. Should the UN create a military force for peace enforcement, rather than peacekeeping? 
7. The UN Charter states that countries' sovereignties must be respected, but it also supports the 

right to self-determination. Isn't this contradictory? Which is more important: national 
sovereignty or the right to self-determination? 

8. Do you think the UN will be more or less effective in the future? Under what circumstances do 
you think the UN should be replaced with a new organisation in the future? 

 
 
 
5. International Relations Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of international relations. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier 
in this lesson. In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• Why international relations are important. 
• How the world should react to human rights abuses. 
• The most important issues in international relations right now. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
The United Nations was established in the aftermath of World War 2 to prevent similar conflicts in the 
future and to ensure that the human rights of people around the world were protected. Has the United 
Nations succeeded or failed in its mission? 
 
 
 
 


