
 

  

“Power is the chance to impose your will within a social context, 
even when opposed and regardless of the integrity of that chance.” 

Max Weber (1864 – 1920), German sociologist 

 
1. Power & Influence Discussion 

1. What is power? What does it mean to have power in a society? 
2. How much power or influence do you have in your country? If there were a vote in your country 

tomorrow on raising taxes, who would make that decision? How much influence would you have 
over that decision? 

3. Do men or women have more power? Why is this? 
4. Who are the most powerful people in the world? What makes them so powerful? Who are the 

most powerful people or groups in your country? 
5. How do people get to become powerful? How does this happen in your country? 
6. Which countries are the most powerful? What makes them powerful? How powerful is your 

country? Would you prefer it to be more powerful? Why? 
7. Do you agree that with great power comes great responsibility? 
8. Do you believe there is a secret group of elites that control the world? If so, who are these 

people? If not, why do people believe this? 



 

2. Power & Influence Vocabulary 

• the powers that be (noun) – those who have authority over another person in a given situation. 
• power-mad / power-crazy / power-crazed (adjective) – describes someone who abuses the power 

given to them, especially in a cruel way or uncontrolled way. 
• power-hungry (adjective) – describes someone who has a strong desire to gain power. 
• (to be on a) power trip (noun) – a way of behaving that makes someone feel powerful, especially as 

a way to boost their own self-worth. 
• jobsworth (noun) – a person who uses their power or authority in a job in a deliberately unhelpful or 

uncooperative way, especially with regards to the rules. 
• friends in high places (noun) – friends or personal contacts in positions of power that can use their 

influence to help you. 
 
Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. He's so incompetent I have no idea how he managed to get promoted to management level. He 
must have                               . 

2. Janet has been on such a                                since her promotion. She won’t let anyone make a 
decision without consulting her first. 

3. My boss has gone                               . He’s ordered everyone to do unpaid overtime this weekend! 
4. The last president was not very                               . He let the vice president make most of the 

decisions. 
5. The man at the council I spoke to was such a                               . He said he won’t answer any of 

my questions unless I submit them on the official form. 
6.                                from head office have decided that our team will be split in two. 

 
Power & Influence vocabulary comprehension questions 

1. Who are the powers that be in your country? 
2. Can you think of a leader that went power-mad? 
3. Which people do you suspect are power-hungry? 
4. Do you know any people who went on a power trip? 
5. Have you ever experienced a jobsworth? What makes people act like this? 
6. How do people use their friends in high places? Do you have any friends in high places? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3. Video: Understanding Power 

You are going to watch a video by Big Think called “The Five Rules of Power Politics.” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-power-influence/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. Why did Machiavelli write ‘The Prince’? 
a) to become powerful   b) the manipulate people  c) to get a job 

2. What form of government did Machiavelli consider the best? 
a) dictatorship    b) democracy    c) oligarchy 

3. How many people should a leader who wants to maintain power depend on? 
a) the fewest possible   b) the most possible   c) none 

4. People make the mistake of thinking that political legitimacy is conferred from what? 
a) journalism    b) elections    c) a good economy 

 
Sentence completion 

5. Dictators and corrupt leaders need to                                people as much as possible to make 
themselves as rich as possible. 

6. If the public are taxed too highly, they may prefer taking siestas instead of doing                               . 
7. If the public are taxed too highly, they might consider that the situation is so bad that               

they                               . 
8. A minimum amount of tax revenue should be distributed to keep a leader’s                           

coalition                               . 
 
Short answer 

9. What do democrats have to rely on to keep them in power? 
10. What are democrats compelled to produce to stay in power? 
11. Where can leaders hide surplus revenue? 
12. Democratic leaders cannot wander far from what? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-power-influence/


 

4. Power & Influence Conversation Questions 

1. Why do people pursue power? Do you agree with George Orwell that people pursue power for 
the sake of having power? 

2. How do people or groups maintain their grip on power? How do authorities get people to obey 
and accept their power? 

3. How do people or groups take power from those that have it? 
4. Do you agree that money is power? Are there any exceptions to this? 
5. Why do people say knowledge is power? Can you think of any examples? 
6. Is it desirable for power to be distributed equally in society? How would that work? Can a society 

in which power is not evenly distributed ever be referred to as a democracy? Why or why not? 
7. Is power essentially coercive, evil, and unjust; or can it be a force for good? 
8. Lord Acton said, "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely." Do you 

agree? 
 
 
 
5. Power & Influence Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of power. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier in this lesson. 
In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• What power is. 
• Who has power in society. 
• How power could be more evenly distributed in a society. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
Many people say that in order to be considered truly democratic, power must be evenly distributed 
throughout society. What are the advantages and disadvantages of an equal distribution of power in 
society? 


