
 

  
“Never make fun of someone who speaks broken English. It 

means they know another language.” 
Harriett Jackson Brown Jr., American author 

 
1. Learning English Discussion 

1. When did you first start learning English? Do you like learning English? 
2. Why do you want to learn English? How do you intend to use the language? What are all the 

different ways that speaking English can improve a person's life? 
3. When do you use English? How do you feel when you have to speak to someone in English? 
4. What do you find most difficult about learning/using English? Which skills are the most difficult: 

speaking, writing, reading, or listening? 
5. What is the best way to improve your English? What can you do to practice out of the 

classroom? 
6. Do you have any favourite expressions in English? 
7. In what ways is your language similar to English? How is it different? 
8. What do you know about the origins of English? Where does it come from? 
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2. Learning English Vocabulary 

• native speaker (noun) – someone whose language was acquired from birth, rather than learned later 
in life. 

• lingua franca (noun) – a language adopted by people who speak different languages as a common 
form of communication. 

• accent (noun) – differences in the way people who speak the same language pronounce words. 
• received pronunciation (noun) – a non-regional British accent spoken by members of the upper 

class, often regarded as the ‘typical’ British accent (also known as ‘BBC English’ or ‘the queen’s 
English’). 

• fluency vs accuracy (nouns), fluent vs accurate (adjectives) – fluency is how comfortable a person 
is using a language; accuracy refers to whether the language used in communication is correct. 

• bilingual (adjective) – the ability to speak two languages fluently and accurately. 
 
Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. After a few beers, I become extremely fluent when I speak French. On the other hand, what I say 
is in no way accurate. 

2. Arabic is the lingua franca of 25 countries in the Middle East and North Africa. 
3. Children around the world are increasingly being taught in bilingual schools where lessons are 

taught in both their native language and English. 
4. David Cameron took elocution lessons to get rid of his posh accent and make himself sound 

more like a regular person. 
5. Despite there being no evidence to suggest that native speakers make better English teachers, 

many English learners still want to be taught by them. 
6. In 1941, the BBC allowed a northerner to read the news. This was the first time a person who 

did not speak with a received pronunciation appeared on the news. 
 
Learning English vocabulary comprehension questions 

1. Is it easier to understand English spoken by native speakers or non-native speakers? 
2. How did English become the lingua franca of the world? Why not another language? 
3. Do you find it easier to understand British or American accents? Which is your favourite English 

accent (after the Yorkshire accent, obviously)? 
4. If only 2% of British people speak with a received pronunciation, why do people think this is the 

‘British’ accent? 
5. Some methodologies advocate teaching nothing but grammar, while others advocate not 

teaching grammar at all and instead concentrate on real-life communication. Which is more 
important for you: fluency or accuracy? 

6. Given the importance of English to people’s lives around the world, should all schools in non-
English speaking countries be bilingual? 

https://yourenglishpal.com/


 

3. Video: The Origins of English 

You are going to watch a video by TED Ed called “Where did English come from?” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-learning-english/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. Spanish is an example of which kind of language? 
a) Germanic   b) Romance   c) Norse 

2. When was the Norman invasion of England? 
a) 1066   b) 1166   c) 1266 

3. What language did the Normans speak? 
a) Old English   b) Latin    c) Old French 

4. What language was spoken in England before the Norman invasion? 
a) Old English   b) Latin    c) Old French 

 
Sentence completion 

5. Old English might be recognisable to people who speak German. 
6. Angles, Saxons and Jutes brought their Germanic language to the British Isles in the 5th and 6th 

centuries. 
7. In the 8th and 11th centuries, Viking invaders added Old Norse words to English. 
8. It is difficult to see the roots of modern English because of all the words that originated from 

French, Latin and Old Norse. 
 
Short answer 

9. After which century did German words beginning with “p” change to a “pf” sound? 6th 
10. When was Proto-Germanic spoken? (Around) 500 B.C.E. 
11. When was Proto-Indo-European spoken? (Around) 6000 years ago 
12. How many people in the world today speak a language descended from Proto-Indo-European? 

Nearly 3 billion 
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4. Learning English Conversation Questions 

1. How many different countries can you think of that have English as an official (or de facto official) 
language? 

2. Do you find you become more fluent after a couple of beers? If so, why do you think that is? 
3. How is the level of English teaching in schools in your country? How was your experience? 
4. What are the best qualities in an English teacher? 
5. Does it make any difference if someone speaks English in their foreign accent, or is it important 

to speak the language in one of the various native accents? 
6. Is it better for your English teacher to understand how to speak your language? Why or why not? 
7. Is it better to learn English from a native speaker or a non-native speaker? What are the 

advantages and disadvantages of both? Does it really make any difference as long as they both 
have a good level of English and know how to teach? 

8. Will English replace all other languages in the future? Could any other languages become an 
international language in the future? 

 
 
 
5. Learning English Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of learning English. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier in this 
lesson. In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• Your experience learning English. 
• What you find difficult about learning English. 
• Whether you prefer to learn from a native speaker (and why), or if it’s not important. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
Some people think that in the distant future, English will replace all other national languages. Do you 
agree or disagree with this? 
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