
 

  
“Aliens might be surprised to learn that in a cosmos with limitless 

starlight, humans kill for energy sources buried in the sand.” 
Neil deGrasse Tyson, American astrophysicist 

 
1. Energy Discussion 

1. What is energy? What are some different types of energy? 
2. What do we need energy for? 
3. How have you used energy today? 
4. Where does our energy come from? What are all the different ways you can think of for 

producing electrical energy? 
5. How does your country produce electricity? 
6. Is energy too expensive? Should it be free for everyone? 
7. What are the different ways you can think of to save energy? 
8. How energetic are you? Where does your body get its energy from? What is the best food for 

energy? 
 



 

2. Energy Vocabulary 

• power cut (BrE) / blackout (AmE) (noun) – a period of time when the supply of electricity stops. 
• off-grid / off-the-grid (adjective, adverb) – not using, or disconnected from, public utilities, 

especially the electric grid; describes a person who has gone missing. 
• plug socket (BrE) / electrical outlet (AmE) (noun) – where electrical devices can be connected to the 

electricity supply (usually either 110 volts or 220/240 volts). 
• power station / plant (noun) – the site where electricity is produced. 
• battery (noun) – an object that stores electrical power to be used in devices. 
• electric shock (noun) – the physical sensation of electricity passing through the body. 

 

Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. Be careful with the iron; it gave me an electric shock earlier when I switched it on. 
2. Why are the plug sockets so high up the wall? I can’t connect anything to them! 
3. Sorry I didn’t call you back. My phone battery had died. 
4. The storm knocked down several power lines resulting in days of power cuts/blackouts. 
5. Despite objections, planning permission was given for a new power station/plant that will use 

“clean coal” technology which is intended to provide power for over 40,000 homes. 
6. Harold was living off-grid in a cave for a year. He survived on eating berries and fish from a 

nearby stream. 
 

Energy vocabulary comprehension questions 
1. How common are power cuts where you live? Why do these happen? 
2. How long do you think you could survive off-grid? 
3. What would happen if you connected a 240v device into a 110v plug socket? How about a 110v 

device in a 240v socket? 
4. Should power plants be built in the countryside away from big cities? 
5. Which of your devices use batteries? How long do they last? 
6. Where can you get an electric shock from? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

3. Video: The Energy of Earth 

You are going to watch a video by TED Ed called “A guide to the energy of the Earth.” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-energy/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. How much energy is in the Universe? 
a) unlimited   b) limited   c) dwindling 

2. A 10-Watt bulb would produce how many Joules of light energy? 
a) 6    b) 8    c) 10 

3. How would you describe the hydrosphere? 
a) wet    b) windy   c) muddy 

4. Which is an external source of energy? 
a) radioactive isotopes b) the Earth’s spin c) the Sun 

 
 
Sentence completion 

1. Infrared radiation is trapped by greenhouse gases. 
2. Plants produce organic matter from carbon dioxide, water, and sunlight. 
3. Humans release food energy using chemical reactions like combustion and respiration. 
4. Without continuous energy to plants, life on Earth would cease to exist.  

 
Short answer 

1. Fossil fuels contain energy from the sun captured by what? Plants 
2. In a power plant, what do turbines turn? Magnets 
3. What type of particle can also be used to induce electrons to flow? Light 
4. As populations increase, what becomes more important? Our energy decisions 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-energy/


 

4. Energy Conversation Questions 

1. How has electricity changed the world? 
2. Do we use too much energy? Why is this a problem? 
3. Which countries use the most energy? Which industries use the most energy? How will this 

change in the future? 
4. As the global population increases and becomes richer, how can we meet the energy needs of 

everyone on the planet? 
5. How can we meet future energy needs if the oil runs out? 
6. Why have there been so many wars over energy resources? Do you expect there to be more or 

fewer energy wars in the future? 
7. Could society function without energy? What would the world be like if one day there were no 

electricity? 
8. Will we ever discover an unlimited source of energy? How would this change the world? 

 
 
 
5. Energy Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of energy. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier in this lesson. 
In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• What electricity is needed for. 
• How electricity is produced. 
• What a world without electricity would be like. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
Because of environmental concerns, many people have recommended limiting the amount of energy we 
use. What are some ways individuals can reduce their energy consumption? What are some ways 
businesses can reduce their energy consumption? 
 
 
 
 


