
 

  
“We do not have government by the majority. We have 

government by the majority who participate.” 
Thomas Jefferson (1743 – 1826), 3rd president of the United States 

 
1. Elections Discussion 

1. Do you always vote? Why or why not? 
2. How important do you think it is to vote in elections? 
3. When was the first time you voted? How old do you have to be to vote in your country? 
4. Most countries in the world have set a voting age of 18. Is this the right age, or should it be 

younger or older? Why can’t children vote? 
5. How do you feel when you vote? Do you feel like you are making a difference or doing your duty 

as a citizen? Do you feel like your vote counts? Why or why not? 
6. What are the most important issues that people take into consideration when voting? 
7. How do you decide who to vote for? Do you base your decision on a person's personality or on 

their ideas? 
8. Would you ever vote for someone who did not have a university degree? Why or why not? 

 



 

2. Elections Vocabulary 

• first-past-the-post (adjective) – a voting system where voters cast their vote for one candidate, and 
the candidate with the most votes wins (regardless of their proportion of votes). 

• proportional representation (noun) – a voting system where seats in a legislative body are 
distributed between political parties determined by their proportion of the vote. 

• apathy (noun), apathetic (adjective) – a lack of interest or enthusiasm for something; in elections, 
when people do not vote. 

• polling station (noun) – the place where people go to cast their votes. 
• voter suppression (noun) – legal or illegal activities designed to prevent people from voting. 
• to turn out (verb), turnout (noun) – to attend an event; the proportion of the electorate that vote. 

 
Using the vocabulary words above, complete the following sentences (remember to use the correct 
form of the word, e.g. verb conjugation or plural noun): 

1. 9% of both Black and Latino voters claimed to have been refused a vote in the 2016 Presidential 
Election due to having the wrong kind of ID, compared to only 3% of White voters, in what has 
been described as voter suppression. 

2. Despite winning just less than 13% of the popular vote in the 2015 General Election, thanks to 
Britain’s first-past-the-post system, UKIP only won one seat in parliament (or 0.15% of the total 
MPs). 

3. In the UK, polling stations are usually situated in junior schools to keep them as local as 
possible. 

4. Low turnout can result in minor parties scoring victories against the larger parties as their voters 
tend to be more motivated. 

5. Proportional representation can address the democratic deficit and lack of legitimacy in a 
government by making everyone feel like they have a voice in parliament. 

6. When people cannot distinguish between any of the political parties, it is inevitable that they 
become apathetic. 

 
Elections vocabulary comprehension questions 

1. What are the problems for democracy with first-past-the-post voting? 
2. Should all elections for legislative bodies be decided by proportional representation? 
3. What causes apathy in elections? 
4. Where is your nearest polling station? Is it convenient for people to get to? 
5. What kind of voter suppression can happen during elections? 
6. What is the typical turnout for elections in your country? What is the connection between voter 

turnout and democracy? 
 
 
 



 

3. Video: The Electoral College 

You are going to watch a video by Vox called “The Electoral College, explained.” 
 

Watch the video here: https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-elections-voting/ 
 
While you watch the video, answer the following questions: 
 
Multiple choice 

1. How many countries use the electoral college system of voting? 
a) 0      b) 1     c) 2 

2. What do people vote for in American presidential elections? 
a) who will become president   b) who their state will vote for  c) who will be state president 

3. How many senators represent each state? 
a) proportional by population   b) 1     c) 2   

4. Where do the people whose vote counts the most live? 
a) smaller states    b) larger states    c) they are the same 

 
Sentence completion 

5. In almost all states, the candidate who wins the most votes gets all its electoral votes. 
6. The vote in Florida can swing to one party or another in most elections. 
7. Presidential candidates spend more time campaigning in swing states. 
8. The electoral college was designed to transfer power away from some people and towards 

others. 
 
Short answer 

9. In the early days of the United States, all states had to agree on what? The Constitution 
10. Who only counted as three fifths of a person? An enslaved person 
11. States that benefit from the electoral college are less what than other states? Diverse 
12. Who currently wants to abolish the electoral college? Democrats 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://yourenglishpal.com/blog/esl-conversation-lesson-plan-elections-voting/


 

4. Elections Conversation Questions 

1. Does voting mean the same thing as democracy? 
2. In Australia, voting is compulsory by law. Do you think this is a good idea? What are the 

advantages and disadvantages of this? 
3. Why did it take so long for women to be given the vote around the world? 
4. What security concerns are there at election time? How might elections lead to violence? 
5. What kind of corruption can happen in elections? 
6. How easy is it to manipulate people during an election? Can you think of any examples? 
7. Should people have to take a test before they vote to ensure they know what they are voting 

for? How can people make sure they are informed before they vote? Why are so many people 
uninformed? 

8. In 2016, after the Democrats lost the presidential election, many refused to accept the results 
claiming voter fraud. In 2020, after the Republicans lost the elections, many also claimed 
election fraud and even went as far as storming the Capitol Building to try and overturn the 
decision. Do you think fraud happened in any of these elections? Why would people in a 
democracy refuse to accept the results of an election? Do elections still lead to democratic 
legitimacy? 

 
 
 
5. Elections Writing Task 

Write about your opinion of elections. Try to use some of the vocabulary you learned earlier in this 
lesson. In your answer, you could include some of the following topics: 

• How voting works in your country. 
• The best/fairest system of voting. 
• What people need to consider before voting. 

 
Alternative exam practice question: 
Many people argue that voting should be compulsory by law in order to increase democratic 
accountability. Others, however, argue that people should be free to choose whether to vote or not. 
Discuss both of these views and give your own opinion. 
 
 
 
 


